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A selection of the Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Program.

"Meno gives his proverbial coming-of-age tale a punk-rock edge, as seventeen-year-old Chicagoan Brian
Oswald tries to land his first girlfriend...Meno ably explores Brian's emotional uncertainty and his poignant
youthful search for meaning...His gabby, heartfelt, and utterly believable take on adolescence strikes a
winning chord."
--Publishers Weekly

"A funny, hard-rocking first-person tale of teenage angst and discovery."
--Booklist

"Captures the loose, fun, recklessness of midwestern punk."
--MTV.com

"Captures both the sweetness and sting of adolescence with unflinching honesty."
--Entertainment Weekly

"Joe Meno writes with the energy, honesty, and emotional impact of the best punk rock. From the opening
sentence to the very last word, Hairstyles of the Damned held me in his grip."
--Jim DeRogatis, pop music critic, Chicago Sun-Times

"The most authentic young voice since J.D. Salinger's Holden Caulfield...A darn good book."
--Daily Southtown

"Sensitive, well-observed, often laugh-out-loud funny...You won't regret a moment of the journey."
--Chicago Tribune

"Meno is a romantic at heart. Not the greeting card kind, or the Harlequin paperback version, but the type
who thinks, deep down, that things matter, that art can change lives."
--Elgin Courier News

"Funny and charming and sad and real. The adults are sparingly yet poignantly drawn, especially the fathers,
who slip through without saying much but make a profound impression."
--Chicago Journal

"Underneath his angst, Brian, the narrator of Hairstyles of the Damned, possesses a disarming sense of
compassion which allows him to worm his way into the reader's heart. It is this simple contradiction that
makes Meno's portrait of adolescence so convincing: He has dug up and displayed for us the secret paradox
of the teenage years, the desire to belong pitted against the need for individuality--a constant clash of hate
and love."
--NewPages.com



"Joe Meno knows Chicago's south side the way Jane Goodall knew chimps and apes--which is to say, he
really knows it. He also knows about the early '90s, punk rock, and awkward adolescence. Best of all, he
knows the value of entertainment. Hairstyles of the Damned is proof positive."
--John McNally, author of The Book of Ralph

"Filled with references to dozens of bands and mix-tape set lists, the book's heart and soul is driven by a
teenager's life-changing discovery of punk's social and political message...Meno's alter ego, Brian Oswald, is
a modern-day Holden Caulfield...It's a funny, sweet, and, at times, hard-hitting story with a punk vibe."
--Mary Houlihan, Chicago Sun-Times

"Meno's language is rhythmic and honest, expressing things proper English never could. And you've got to
hand it to the author, who pulled off a very good trick: The book is punk rock. It's not just punk rock. It's not
just about punk rock; it embodies the idea of punk rock; it embodies the idea of punk--it's pissed off at
authority, it won't groom itself properly, and it irritates. Yet its rebellious spirit is inspiring and right on the
mark."
--SF Weekly

Hairstyles of the Damned is the debut novel of our Punk Planet Books imprint, which originates from Punk
Planet magazine.

Hairstyles of the Damned is an honest, true-life depiction of growing up punk on Chicago's south side: a
study in the demons of racial intolerance, Catholic school conformism, and class repression. It is the story of
the riotous exploits of Brian, a high school burnout, and his best friend, Gretchen, a punk rock girl fond of
brawling. Based on the actual events surrounding a Chicago high school's segregated prom, this work of
fiction unflinchingly pursues the truth in discovering what it means to be your own person.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

This Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk Planet Books) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk Planet Books) can be one of
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hairstyles
of the Damned (Punk Planet Books) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Ora Barbour:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Hairstyles of the
Damned (Punk Planet Books) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you are able to pick Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk Planet Books) become your current
starter.

Linda Caron:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk Planet Books) can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk
Planet Books).

Sylvia Dozier:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk Planet Books) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Hairstyles of the Damned (Punk Planet
Books). You can more desirable than now.
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