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In The Confucian-Legalist State, Dingxin Zhao offers a radically new analysis of Chinese imperial history
from the eleventh century BCE to the fall of the Qing dynasty. This study first uncovers the factors that
explain how, and why, China developed into a bureaucratic empire under the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE. It
then examines the political system that crystallized during the Western Han dynasty, a system that drew on
China's philosophical traditions of Confucianism and Legalism. Despite great changes in China's
demography, religion, technology, and socioeconomic structures, this Confucian-Legalist political system
survived for over two millennia. Yet, it was precisely because of the system's resilience that China, for better
or worse, did not develop industrial capitalism as Western Europe did, notwithstanding China's economic
prosperity and technological sophistication beginning with the Northern Song dynasty.

In examining the nature of this political system, Zhao offers a new way of viewing Chinese history, one that
emphasizes the importance of structural forces and social mechanisms in shaping historical dynamics. As a
work of historical sociology, The Confucian-Legalist State aims to show how the patterns of Chinese history
were not shaped by any single force, but instead by meaningful activities of social actors which were greatly
constrained by, and at the same time reproduced and modified, the constellations of political, economic,
military, and ideological forces. This book thus offers a startling new understanding of long-term patterns of
Chinese history, one that should trigger debates for years to come among historians, political scientists, and
sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book The Confucian-Legalist State: A New Theory of Chinese History
(Oxford Studies in Early Empires) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Confucian-Legalist
State: A New Theory of Chinese History (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) is not only giving you much
more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Confucian-Legalist State: A
New Theory of Chinese History (Oxford Studies in Early Empires). You never feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Tyler Emery:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Confucian-Legalist State: A
New Theory of Chinese History (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) book as starter and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Patrick Taylor:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Confucian-Legalist State: A New Theory of
Chinese History (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) as your daily resource information.

Kyle Smallwood:

This book untitled The Confucian-Legalist State: A New Theory of Chinese History (Oxford Studies in Early
Empires) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or
you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this e-book from your list.
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