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Among Nashville’s many slogans, the one that best reflects its emphasis on manners and decorum is the
Nashville Way, a phrase coined by boosters to tout what they viewed as the city’s amicable race relations.
Benjamin Houston offers the first scholarly book on the history of civil rights in Nashville, providing new
insights and critiques of this moderate progressivism for which the city has long been credited.

Civil rights leaders such as John Lewis, James Bevel, Diane Nash, and James Lawson who came into their
own in Nashville were devoted to nonviolent direct action, or what Houston calls the “black Nashville Way.”
Through the dramatic story of Nashville’s 1960 lunch counter sit-ins, Houston shows how these activists
used nonviolence to disrupt the coercive script of day-to-day race relations. Nonviolence brought the threat
of its opposite?white violence? into stark contrast, revealing that the Nashville Way was actually built on a
complex relationship between etiquette and brute force. Houston goes on to detail how racial etiquette forged
in the era of Jim Crow was updated in the civil rights era. Combined with this updated racial etiquette,
deeper structural forces of politics and urban renewal dictate racial realities to this day.

In The Nashville Way, Houston shows that white power was surprisingly adaptable. But the black Nashville
Way also proved resilient as it was embraced by thousands of activists who continued to fight battles over
schools, highway construction, and economic justice even after most Americans shifted their focus to
southern hotspots like Birmingham and Memphis.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Wilson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle
for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) had been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a
Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) is not only giving you much more
new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The Nashville Way: Racial
Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-
Century South Ser.). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robin Gilbertson:

This The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and
Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. That The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics
and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and
the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.)
can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social
Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Andrea Quirk:

This book untitled The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City
(Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for you to past this book from your list.



Judith Ellis:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture
in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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