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Sometimes, when death comes, sorrow overshadows the joy of the life that was and so when the Anderson
family first knew that Jim Mitchell was coming into their lives, they decided they would not allow his
approaching death to replace the good. They would make the best of the short time they were to have with
him. They would do this for Jim, but little did they know just how much he would influence all of their lives
and prepare them for things to come. They would collect the laughter they shared, that precious element
necessary to sustain the human spirit, and carry it with them on their own life’s journey.
................................... Kate Anderson sat at her computer deep in thought listening to the theme song from
Somewhere in Time - a tape Jim had given her. In her mind, she was not here in this room. She was once
again on the farm in Fayette County during the days when she had her Rachel and that daughter’s little flock
of boys beneath her wings. She could see herself there in that farmhouse working at her keyboard. Her hair
was not silver as it was today, but as it had been back then, black and frizzed in its usual way due to the
moist air and perspiration on her brow. On that long ago afternoon she had been working on her first novel,
that mythical quest long scoffed at by family and friends. Now that book was in print and Rachel had been
the main catalyst to make that happen. A Miller bug struggled against the windowpane above her desk. As if
she could no longer bear his mindless search for freedom, Kate grasped the window, raised it, and gently
guided the frantic creature toward the opening. Sometimes it is the little things that make us smile and she
smiled now as she watched the tiny insect fluttering happily on his way. Its flight made her think of Jim,
bound to that wheelchair and never wanting to see anything caged or held against its will.
……………………………… The upfront facts were that Jim Mitchell was a man of 32 young years who
had been diagnosed at the age of 30 with ALS. Rachel Anderson became his nurse near the beginning of his
illness. During those days the most memorable words said about him at the Anderson house was that he was
a bit of a monster to care for. A more significant fact learned at a later date was that Jim could be a rogue and
had been known most of his young years as a lady’s man. He could charm a leaf off of a tree and what he
could do to the ladies was whatever he chose for the most part. His silver tongue was well known and his
nurses all immediately fell in love with him to one degree or another, with the exception of Rachel. In her, he
found his match and she took little of his sarcastic lip. In his anger at his illness, he took aim at this particular
nurse. Maybe that was true because he loved nothing better than a good argument and she gave that to him.
During their first year, she usually headed for home after each shift extremely grateful that that was over and
she could briefly forget about her patient and the stress of being near him. ...................... Jim tried
desperately to finish a book about his life. He was unable to do so but part of it is here in these pages - a
promise fulfilled at last. I have chosen the title Only the Laughter because I prefer to remember the laughter
we all shared during those short years with Jim and those Rachel continued on without him. All was not easy
as you will see but don’t think that this is only a sad tale of lives cut short. This is a love story, a record of
the beauty and struggles of life and the value of time.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kier:

The book Only The Laughter: Light Years make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Only The Laughter: Light
Years being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book Only
The Laughter: Light Years. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dorothy Stanek:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Only The Laughter: Light Years.

Allen Green:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Only The Laughter: Light Years is simple
to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Ann Amos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Only The
Laughter: Light Years.
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