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Power in the Portrayal unveils a fresh and vital perspective on power relations in eleventh- and twelfth-
century Muslim Spain as reflected in historical and literary texts of the period. Employing the methods of the
new historical literary study in looking at a range of texts, Ross Brann reveals the paradoxical relations
between the Andalusi Muslim and Jewish elites in an era when long periods of tolerance and respect were
punctuated by outbreaks of tension and hostility.

The examined Arabic texts reveal a fragmented perception of the Jew in eleventh-century al-Andalus. They
depict seemingly contradictory figures at whose poles are an intelligent, skilled, and noble Jew deserving of
homage and a vile, stupid, and fiendish enemy of God and Islam. For their part, the Hebrew and Judeo-
Arabic texts display a deep-seated reluctance to portray Muslims in any light at all. Brann cogently
demonstrates that these representations of Jews and Muslims--each of which is concerned with issues of
sovereignty and the exercise of power--reflect the shifting, fluctuating, and ambivalent relations between
elite members of two of the ethno-religious communities of al-Andalus.

Brann's accessible prose is enriched by his splendid translations; the original texts are also included. This
book is the first to study the construction of social meaning in Andalusi Arabic, Judeo-Arabic, and Hebrew
literary texts and historical chronicles. The novel approach illuminates nuances of respect, disinterest,
contempt, and hatred reflected in the relationship between Muslims and Jews in medieval Spain.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

The book untitled Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-
Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

David Hedges:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in
Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Elisa Hall:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and
Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient
to the Modern World) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-
Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jose Tiernan:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.



Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century
Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) when you necessary
it?
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