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He was the Sultan of Swat. The Caliph of Clout. The Wizard of Whack. The Bambino. And simply, to his
teammates, the Big Bam. From the award-winning author of the New York Times bestseller Ted Williams
comes the thoroughly original, definitively ambitious, and exhilaratingly colorful biography of the largest
legend ever to loom in baseball—and in the history of organized sports.

“[Montville is] one of America’s best sportswriters.” —Chicago Tribune

Babe Ruth was more than baseball’s original superstar. For eighty-five years, he has remained the sport’s
reigning titan. He has been named Athlete of the Century . . . more than once. But who was this large, loud,
enigmatic man? Why is so little known about his childhood, his private life, and his inner thoughts? In The
Big Bam, Leigh Montville, whose recent New York Times bestselling biography of Ted Williams garnered
glowing reviews and offered an exceptionally intimate look at Williams’s life, brings his trademark touch to
this groundbreaking, revelatory portrait of the Babe.

Based on newly discovered documents and interviews—including pages from Ruth’s personal scrapbooks
—The Big Bam traces Ruth’s life from his bleak childhood in Baltimore to his brash entrance into
professional baseball, from Boston to New York and into the record books as the world’s most explosive
slugger and cultural luminary. Montville explores every aspect of the man, paying particular attention to the
myths that have always surrounded him. Did he really hit the “called shot” homer in the 1932 World Series?
Were his home runs really “the farthest balls ever hit” in countless ballparks around the country? Was he
really part black—making him the first African American professional baseball superstar? And was Ruth the
high-octane, womanizing, heavy-drinking “fatso” of legend . . . or just a boyish, rudderless quasi-orphan who
did, in fact, take his training and personal conditioning quite seriously?

At a time when modern baseball is grappling with hyper-inflated salaries, free agency, and assorted
controversies, The Big Bam brings back the pure glory days of the game. Leigh Montville operates at the
peak of his abilities, exploring Babe Ruth in a way that intimately, and poignantly, illuminates a most
remarkable figure.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe Ruth it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Debbie Allen:

The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe Ruth can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Big Bam: The Life
and Times of Babe Ruth although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

George Pinard:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe
Ruth is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Kellie Stephens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims The Big Bam: The Life and Times of Babe Ruth.
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