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It is not only the past that lies in ruins in Patna, it is also the present. But that is not the only truth about the
city that Amitava Kumar explores in this vivid, entertaining account of his hometown. We accompany him
through many Patnas, the myriad cities locked within the city—the shabby reality of the present-day capital
of Bihar; Pataliputra, the storied city of emperors; the dreamlike embodiment of the city in the minds and
hearts of those who have escaped contemporary Patna's confines. Full of fascinating observations and
impressions, A Matter of Rats reveals a challenging and enduring city that exerts a lasting pull on all those
who drift into its orbit.

Kumar's ruminations on one of the world's oldest cities, the capital of India's poorest province, are also a
meditation on how to write about place. His memory is partial. All he has going for him is his attentiveness.
He carefully observes everything that surrounds him in Patna: rats and poets, artists and politicians, a girl's
picture in a historian's study, and a sheet of paper on his mother's desk. The result is this unique book, as
cutting as it is honest.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

The book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography
of Patna being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication A
Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Melvin Bragg:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna, you could tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Gabriel Harris:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Billie Brown:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna can be your answer since it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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