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The astounding memoir of a World War II veteran who spent three and a half years in the slave-labor camps
made famous by The Bridge on the River Kwai.

Loet Velmans was 17 when the Germans invaded Holland. He and his family fled to London on the Dutch
Coast Guard cutter Seaman's Hope and then sailed to the Dutch East Indies - now Indonesia - where he
joined the Dutch army. In March 1942, the Japanese invaded the archipelago and made prisoners of the
Dutch soldiers. For the next three and a half years Velmans and his fellow POWs toiled in slave-labor
camps, building a railroad through the dense jungle on the Burmese-Thailand border so the Japanese could
invade India. Some 200,000 POWs and slave laborers died building this Death Railway. Velmans, though
suffering from malaria, dysentery, malnutrition, and unspeakable mistreatment, never gave up hope. Fifty-
seven years later he returned to revisit the place where he should have died and where he had buried his
closest friend. From that emotional visit sprung this stunning memoir.

Long Way Back to the River Kwai is a simply told but searing memoir of World War II - a testimonial to one
man's indomitable will to live that will take its place beside the Diary of Ann Frank, Bridge over the River
Kwai, and Edith's Story.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True Story of
Survival in World War II. Try to the actual book Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True
Story of Survival in World War II as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Christopher Cunningham:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True Story of Survival in
World War II book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True Story of
Survival in World War II content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True Story of Survival in World War II is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Katie Grossi:

The particular book Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True Story of Survival in World War
II will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Long
Way Back to the River Kwai: A Harrowing True Story of Survival in World War II is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Gene Green:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Long Way Back to the River Kwai:
A Harrowing True Story of Survival in World War II as well as others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Long Way Back to the River Kwai: A



Harrowing True Story of Survival in World War II to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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