
Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of
Democracy, from Plato to the Present

George G. Szpiro

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0691139946
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0691139946
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0691139946


Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from
Plato to the Present

George G. Szpiro

Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present George G. Szpiro

Since the very birth of democracy in ancient Greece, the simple act of voting has given rise to mathematical
paradoxes that have puzzled some of the greatest philosophers, statesmen, and mathematicians. Numbers
Rule traces the epic quest by these thinkers to create a more perfect democracy and adapt to the ever-
changing demands that each new generation places on our democratic institutions.

In a sweeping narrative that combines history, biography, and mathematics, George Szpiro details the
fascinating lives and big ideas of great minds such as Plato, Pliny the Younger, Ramon Llull, Pierre Simon
Laplace, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John von Neumann, and Kenneth Arrow, among many
others. Each chapter in this riveting book tells the story of one or more of these visionaries and the problem
they sought to overcome, like the Marquis de Condorcet, the eighteenth-century French nobleman who
demonstrated that a majority vote in an election might not necessarily result in a clear winner. Szpiro takes
readers from ancient Greece and Rome to medieval Europe, from the founding of the American republic and
the French Revolution to today's high-stakes elective politics. He explains how mathematical paradoxes and
enigmas can crop up in virtually any voting arena, from electing a class president, a pope, or prime minister
to the apportionment of seats in Congress.

Numbers Rule describes the trials and triumphs of the thinkers down through the ages who have dared the
odds in pursuit of a just and equitable democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Hutchings:

The book Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present to be
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book Numbers Rule: The
Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carolyn Berndt:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Numbers Rule: The Vexing
Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present as the daily resource information.

Josephine Weeks:

You may get this Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Isaiah Owens:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present



can make you really feel more interested to read.
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