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For over fifty years numerous public intellectuals and social theorists have insisted that community is dead.
Some would have us believe that we act solely as individuals choosing our own fates regardless of our
surroundings, while other theories place us at the mercy of global forces beyond our control. These two
perspectives dominate contemporary views of society, but by rejecting the importance of place they are both
deeply flawed. Based on one of the most ambitious studies in the history of social science, Great American
City argues that communities still matter because life is decisively shaped by where you live.
 
To demonstrate the powerfully enduring impact of place, Robert J. Sampson presents here the fruits of over a
decade’s research in Chicago combined with his own unique personal observations about life in the city,
from Cabrini Green to Trump Tower and Millennium Park to the Robert Taylor Homes. He discovers that
neighborhoods influence a remarkably wide variety of social phenomena, including crime, health, civic
engagement, home foreclosures, teen births, altruism, leadership networks, and immigration. Even national
crises cannot halt the impact of place, Sampson finds, as he analyzes the consequences of the Great
Recession and its aftermath, bringing his magisterial study up to the fall of 2010.
 
Following in the influential tradition of the Chicago School of urban studies but updated for the twenty-first
century, Great American City is at once a landmark research project, a commanding argument for a new
theory of social life, and the story of an iconic city.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

The experience that you get from Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect is a
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring
Neighborhood Effect giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect instantly.

Princess Bequette:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the e-book untitled Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ruth Williams:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring
Neighborhood Effect, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Margaret Babin:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Great American City: Chicago and the
Enduring Neighborhood Effect to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and read it. Beside that the publication Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect
can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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