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From mayors and mummers to tap dancers and gamblers, South Philly has it all. This quintessential
Philadelphia neighborhood boasts a complicated history of ethnic strife alongside community solidarity and,
for good measure, some of the best bakeries in town. Among its many famous people South Philadelphia
claims Marian Anderson, Frankie Avalon, Mayor Frank Rizzo, Temple Owl's coach John Chaney, Larry
Fine of the Three Stooges, and "Loving" soap opera actress Lisa Peluso. For South Philadelphians, whether
they stay or leave, the neighborhood is always happy to give you their opinions, and in this book they talk
about their favorite subject to Murray Dubin, award winning journalist at the Philadelphia Inquirer, who also
called South Philly home. Music and the arts are part of everyday life. Baritone Elliott Tessler says, "I'm not
a celebrity, I'm a minor curiosity. If Pavarotti lived here, he would just be a minor curiosity, and probably
because he was fat more than because he sang." Jean DiElsi remembers finding work in 1943 as a cashier at
a diner that would become a South Philly landmark. "It was the only diner around and it was open 24 hours.
If you went to dances, everybody would go to the Melrose Diner afterwards...No, there was no Mel or Rose.
it was named after a can of tomatoes. In addition to being Philadelphia's first neighborhood, South Philly is
the oldest ethnically and racially mixed big-city neighborhood in the nation. Catherine Williams remembers
growing up black on Hoffman Street, "We had everything. We had the Jews, we had Italians, we had the
blacks, we even had a Portuguese family. You never knew there was a color thing back then. I was the only
black in my class at Southwark, but you never knew. In the third, fourth grade, some of those Italian boys
was big, but you would have thought they were brothers to me." These are some of the people and the
opinions that make up South Philadelphia and Murray Dubin will take you on a resident's tour of the ultimate
city neighborhood. But for every interview, there's also a lot of history. And Dubin provides an historical
examination that spans 300 years, from Thomas Jefferson living in South Philadelphia in 1793 to the burning
of Palumbo's in 1994. Whether you're a South Philadelphian yourself, or just want to understand the South
Philly phenomenon this book is a must. Author note: Murray Dubin was born in South Philadelphia and is a
reporter for the Philadelphia Inquirer.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

The knowledge that you get from South Philadelphia: Mummers, Memories, and the Melrose Diner could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but South Philadelphia: Mummers, Memories,
and the Melrose Diner giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
that South Philadelphia: Mummers, Memories, and the Melrose Diner instantly.

Mohammed Thomas:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take South Philadelphia: Mummers, Memories, and the
Melrose Diner as your daily resource information.

Gail Boutwell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
South Philadelphia: Mummers, Memories, and the Melrose Diner, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Gregory Rivera:

You can obtain this South Philadelphia: Mummers, Memories, and the Melrose Diner by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still



update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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