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Every year migrants across the globe send more than $500 billion to relatives in their home countries, and
this circulation of money has important personal, cultural, and emotional implications for the immigrants and
their family members alike. Insufficient Funds tells the story of how low-wage Vietnamese immigrants in the
United States and their poor, non-migrant family members give, receive, and spend money.

Drawing on interviews and fieldwork with more than one hundred members of transnational families, Hung
Cam Thai examines how and why immigrants, who largely earn low wages as hairdressers, cleaners, and
other "invisible" workers, send home a substantial portion of their earnings, as well as spend lavishly on
relatives during return trips. Extending beyond mere altruism, this spending is motivated by complex social
obligations and the desire to gain self-worth despite their limited economic opportunities in the United
States. At the same time, such remittances raise expectations for standards of living, producing a cascade
effect that monetizes family relationships. Insufficient Funds powerfully illuminates these and other
contradictions associated with money and its new meanings in an increasingly transnational world.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Sierra:

This Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage
Transnational Families without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage
Transnational Families can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Insufficient Funds: The Culture
of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Kruse:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families.

James Donofrio:

Why? Because this Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Phillip Martin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families when you
desired it?
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