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The name Micronesia is derived from the Greek words mikros, “small,” and neso, “island.” Until recently,
the many distinct languages of the Micronesian islands existed only in oral form. Thus, much of the early
history of these islands had to be derived from archaeological artifacts. It is thought that more than 3,000
years ago, Austronesian speaking Micronesian people entered the Pacific from Southeast Asia. These
seafaring people probably first settled in the Marianas (Guam and Saipan) and then the Western Carolines,
including Palau and Yap. Later, migrations from the southern Melanesian islands brought settlers to Kosrae,
Chuuk, and Pohnpei. The “outer islands” of Micronesia were likely settled later, as their languages are
dissimilar to those of the main islands. Micronesians are known as great sea voyagers and sailed huge
outrigger canoes over distances of thousands of miles, using traditional navigation techniques, dependent on
knowledge of the movements of currents, swells, winds, and birds. Early Micronesians lived a subsistence
lifestyle based on fishing, gathering, and agriculture. Legends of ancient civilization in the Caroline Islands
tell of an ancient empire, about which little is known. The remnants of magnificent stone fortresses
constructed from basalt pillars in Pohnpei (Nan Madol) and in Kosrae (Lela Ruins) are thought to date back
to A.D. 400. Yapese stone money (stone discs as large as 12 feet in diameter that can weigh up to 12 tons)
was mined as far away as Palau and transported by canoe to Yap. Islands in the archipelagoes known as
Micronesia were among the first in the Pacific to be “discovered” by European explorers of the 16th century.
The islands were grouped into three categories: the Marshall Islands, the Eastern Caroline Islands (Kosrae,
Pohnpei, and Chuuk) and the Western Caroline Islands (Yap and Palau). The first known European contact
dates back to 1521, during Ferdinand Magellan’s quest to find a trade route to the Spice Islands of the east,
traveling west from Spain. The Spaniards developed an indirect trade route to Asia: across the Atlantic to
South America, across South America via land, and onward into the Pacific. In the 18th and 19th centuries,
whalers, traders, and missionaries found their way to the islands. The missionaries succeeded in creating
what are today entirely Christian societies on all the major islands and some outer islands. Micronesians
retain little memory of earlier belief systems. The islands of the FSM and Palau share similar colonial
histories under Spain, Germany, Japan, and the United States. Spanish influence in Micronesia expanded in
the 19th century, but following its defeat in the Spanish- American War, Spain sold Palau and most of the
Caroline Islands (which later became FSM) to Germany in 1899. The Germans were interested in the islands
to support trade in coconut products. Their use of forced labor on the island of Pohnpei culminated in the
assassination of the German governor by a young Micronesian. Many Pohnpeian men were then exiled to
Palau; other Micronesian men were transported from the outer islands of Pohnpei and Chuuk. The Germans
deserted Micronesia in World War I, which allowed an easy takeover by the Japanese. Japan built large
military bases on some of the islands and developed sugar mills in the Marianas; bauxite and phosphate
mines in Palau; and fishing and shell production throughout the region. The Japanese encouraged emigration
to Micronesia, and Micronesians were used as low-level manual laborers.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Green:

This Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
That Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps
Publication can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication
having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Frederick Rothman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication as
the daily resource information.

Heather Vazquez:

Exactly why? Because this Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

William Henderson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps Publication
was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Micronesia in Depth: A Peace Corps
Publication has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading that will.
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