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Art criticism was once passionate, polemical, and judgmental; now critics are more often interested in
ambiguity, neutrality, and nuanced description. And while art criticism is ubiquitous in newspapers,
magazines, and exhibition brochures, it is also virtually absent from academic writing. How is it that even as
criticism drifts away from academia, it becomes more academic? How is it that sifting through a countless
array of colorful periodicals and catalogs makes criticism seem to slip even further from our grasp? In this
pamphlet, James Elkins surveys the last fifty years of art criticism, proposing some interesting explanations
for these startling changes.

"In What Happened to Art Criticism?, art historian James Elkins sounds the alarm about the perilous state of
that craft, which he believes is 'In worldwide crisis . . . dissolving into the background clutter of ephemeral
cultural criticism' even as more and more people are doing it. 'It's dying, but it's everywhere . . . massively
produced, and massively ignored.' Those who pay attention to other sorts of criticism may recognize the
problems Elkins describes: 'Local judgments are preferred to wider ones, and recently judgments themselves
have even come to seem inappropriate. In their place critics proffer informal opinions or transitory thoughts,
and they shy from strong commitments.' What he'd like to see more of: ambitious judgment, reflection about
judgment itself, and 'criticism important enough to count as history, and vice versa.' Amen to
that."—Jennifer Howard, Washington Post Book World
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name What Happened to
Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in
this era. The particular book untitled What Happened to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm)is a single of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Mary McDonald:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this What Happened to
Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm).

Daniel Martin:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This What Happened to Art Criticism?
(Prickly Paradigm) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Kimberly Silvestre:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this What Happened to Art Criticism? (Prickly Paradigm) can
make you sense more interested to read.
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