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In A Crisis in Confederate Command, Jeffery S. Prushankin scrutinizes the antagonistic relationship between
Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith and his key subordinate, Richard Taylor. Prushankin offers a
perspective on the events in the Trans-Mississippi through the eyes of these two high-strung men and
analyzes how their clash in personalities and in notions of duty and glory shaped the course of the Civil War.

Smith and Taylor, Prushankin explains, disagreed over how to thwart Federal incursions across Louisiana
and Arkansas. Smith, a West Point graduate and disciple of Joseph E. Johnston, owed a debt to politicians in
Arkansas and Missouri for helping him secure his appointment and so opted for a defensive policy that
favored those states. Taylor, a Louisiana political general who had served his apprenticeship under Stonewall
Jackson, argued for an offensive strike against the enemy. The friction between the two reached a climax at
the Red River campaign in 1864 when Taylor blatantly disobeyed orders from Smith and attacked Federal
troops. Prushankin shows that what began as a dispute over strategy degenerated into a battle of egos and a
succession of caustic personal attacks that eventually led to Smith's relieving Taylor from command.

Despite their discord, Prushankin argues, Smith and Taylor produced one of the Confederacy's greatest
military accomplishments in the Red River campaign victory against a Yankee juggernaut. With his
insightful portraits of Smith and Taylor, use of previously untapped primary sources, and new interpretations
of correspondence from key figures, Prushankin imparts fresh understanding of the psychology of leadership
in the Civil War as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Crisis in Confederate
Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi book since this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Jill Spann:

This book untitled A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army
of the Trans-Mississippi to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Troy Jones:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-
Mississippi, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Chad Jones:

Beside this specific A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army
of the Trans-Mississippi in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Crisis in Confederate
Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable



option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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