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Rewriting The Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers examines the ways
Guadeloupean women writers Maryse Condé, Simone Schwarz-Bart and Myriam Warner-Vieyra demystify
the theme of the return to Africa as opposed to the masculinist version by Négritude male writers from the
1930s to 1960s. Négritude, a cultural and literary movement, drew much of its strength from the idea of a
mythical or cultural reconnection with the African past allegorized as a mother figure. In contrast these
women writers, of the post-colonial era who are to large extent heirs of Négritude, differ sharply from their
male counterparts in their representation of Africa. In their novels, the continent is not represented as a
propitious mother figure but a disappointing father figure. This study argues that these women writers'
subversion of the metaphorical figure of Africa and its transformation is tied to their gender. The women
novelists are indeed critical of a female allegorization of the land that is reminiscent of a colonial or
nationalist project and a simplistic representation of motherhood that does not reflect the complexities of the
Diaspora's relation to origins and identity. Unlike the primary male writers of the Négritude movement, they
carefully "gendered" the notion of return by choosing female protagonists who made their way back to the
Motherland in search of identity. I argue that writing is a more suitable space for the female subject seeking
identity because it allows her to have a voice and become subject rather than object as that was the case with
the Négritude writers. The women writers' shattering of the image of Mother Africa and subsequently that of
Father Africa highlights the complex relationship between Africa and the Diaspora from a female point of
view. It shifts the identity quest of the characters towards the Caribbean, which emerges as the real
problematic mother: a multi-faceted, fragmented figure that reflects the constitutive clash that occurred in the
archipelago between Europe, Africa, and the Americas where the issues of race, gender, class, culture,
ethnicity, history, and language are very complex.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
eligible Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Roger Cooper:

The experience that you get from Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women
Writers may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Rewriting the Return to
Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women Writers giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean
Women Writers instantly.

Maurice Henkel:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone Caribbean Women
Writers can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michelle Jarvis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Rewriting the Return to Africa: Voices of Francophone
Caribbean Women Writers why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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