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De Profundis (Latin: ”from the depths”) is a letter written by Oscar Wilde during his imprisonment in
Reading Gaol, to ”Bosie” (Lord Alfred Douglas). During its first half Wilde recounts their previous
relationship and extravagant lifestyle which eventually led to Wilde’s conviction and imprisonment for gross
indecency. He indicts both Lord Alfred’s vanity and his own weakness in acceding to those wishes. In the
second half, Wilde charts his spiritual development in prison and identification with Jesus Christ, whom he
characterises as a romantic, individualist artist. The letter began ”Dear Bosie” and ended ”Your Affectionate
Friend”. Wilde wrote the letter between January and March 1897, close to the end of his imprisonment.
Contact had lapsed between Douglas and Wilde and the latter had suffered from his close supervision,
physical labour and emotional isolation. Nelson, the new prison governor, thought that writing might be
more cathartic than prison labour. He was not allowed to send the long letter which he was allowed to write
”for medicinal purposes”; each page was taken away when completed, and only at the end could he read it
over and make revisions. Nelson gave the long letter to him on his release on 18 May 1897. Wilde entrusted
the manuscript to the journalist Robert Ross (an ex-lover, and rival to ”Bosie”). Ross published the letter in
1905, five years after Wilde’s death, giving it the title ”De Profundis” from Psalm 130. It was an incomplete
version, excised of its autobiographical elements and references to the Queensberry family; various editions
gave more text until in 1962 the complete and correct version appeared in a volume of Wilde’s letters.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald Hunter:

With other case, little men and women like to read book De Profundis. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book De Profundis. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Yvonne Matz:

Here thing why this specific De Profundis are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. De Profundis giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no publication that similar with De Profundis. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of De Profundis in e-book can be your
alternate.

Brenda Robert:

Often the book De Profundis will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The
book De Profundis is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Darron Hiller:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This De Profundis is simple bringing you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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