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The role of international law in global politics is as poorly understood as it is important. But how can the
international legal regime encourage states to respect human rights? Given that international law lacks a
centralized enforcement mechanism, it is not obvious how this law matters at all, and how it might change
the behavior or preferences of state actors. In Socializing States, Ryan Goodman and Derek Jinks contend
that what is needed is a greater emphasis on the mechanisms of law's social influence--and the micro-
processes that drive each mechanism. Such an emphasis would make clearer the micro-foundations of
international law. This book argues for a greater specification and a more comprehensive inventory of how
international law influences relevant actors to improve human rights conditions. Substantial empirical
evidence suggests three conceptually distinct mechanisms whereby states and institutions might influence the
behavior of other states: material inducement, persuasion, and what Goodman and Jinks call acculturation.
The latter includes social and cognitive forces such as mimicry, status maximization, prestige, and
identification. The book argues that (1) acculturation is a conceptually distinct, empirically documented
social process through which state behavior is influenced; and (2) acculturation-based approaches might
occasion a rethinking of fundamental regime design problems in human rights law. This exercise not only
allows for reexamination of policy debates in human rights law; it also provides a conceptual framework for
assessing the costs and benefits of various design principles.

While acculturation is not necessarily the most important or most desirable approach to promoting human
rights, a better understanding of all three mechanisms is a necessary first step in the development of an
integrated theory of international law's influence. Socializing States provides the critical framework to
improve our understanding of how norms operate in international society, and thereby improve the capacity
of global and domestic institutions to build cultures of human rights,
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through
International Law.

Kenisha Perkins:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Socializing States: Promoting
Human Rights through International Law. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

George Thomas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Socializing States: Promoting Human Rights through
International Law is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Justin Perry:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Socializing States: Promoting Human
Rights through International Law as your daily resource information.
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