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For almost a century, Americans have been losing their hearts and losing their minds in an insatiable love
affair with the American musical. It often begins in childhood in a darkened theater, grows into something
more serious for high school actors, and reaches its passionate zenith when it comes time for love, marriage,
and children, who will start the cycle all over again. Americans love musicals. Americans invented musicals.
Americans perfected musicals. But what, exactly, is a musical?

In The Secret Life of the American Musical, Jack Viertel takes them apart, puts them back together, sings
their praises, marvels at their unflagging inventiveness, and occasionally despairs over their more
embarrassing shortcomings. In the process, he invites us to fall in love all over again by showing us how
musicals happen, what makes them work, how they captivate audiences, and how one landmark show leads
to the next—by design or by accident, by emulation or by rebellion—from Oklahoma! to Hamilton and
onward.

Structured like a musical, The Secret Life of the American Musical begins with an overture and concludes
with a curtain call, with stops in between for “I Want” songs, “conditional” love songs, production numbers,
star turns, and finales. The ultimate insider, Viertel has spent three decades on Broadway, working on dozens
of shows old and new as a conceiver, producer, dramaturg, and general creative force; he has his own unique
way of looking at the process and at the people who collaborate to make musicals a reality. He shows us
patterns in the architecture of classic shows and charts the inevitable evolution that has taken place in
musical theater as America itself has evolved socially and politically.

The Secret Life of the American Musical makes you feel as though you’ve been there in the rehearsal room,
in the front row of the theater, and in the working offices of theater owners and producers as they pursue
their own love affair with that rare and elusive beast—the Broadway hit.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The
Secret Life of the American Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Christopher Hill:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Secret Life of the American
Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built to read.

Roman Morris:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Secret Life of the American
Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Karen Bergeron:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Secret Life of the
American Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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