
Breaking Open the Head: A Psychedelic Journey
into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism

Daniel Pinchbeck

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0767907434
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0767907434
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0767907434


Breaking Open the Head: A Psychedelic Journey into the
Heart of Contemporary Shamanism

Daniel Pinchbeck

Breaking Open the Head: A Psychedelic Journey into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism Daniel
Pinchbeck
A dazzling work of personal travelogue and cultural criticism that ranges from the primitive to the
postmodern in a quest for the promise and meaning of the psychedelic experience.

While psychedelics of all sorts are demonized in America today, the visionary compounds found in plants
are the spiritual sacraments of tribal cultures around the world. From the iboga of the Bwiti in Gabon, to the
Mazatecs of Mexico, these plants are sacred because they awaken the mind to other levels of awareness--to a
holographic vision of the universe.

Breaking Open the Head is a passionate, multilayered, and sometimes rashly personal inquiry into this deep
division. On one level, Daniel Pinchbeck tells the story of the encounters between the modern consciousness
of the West and these sacramental substances, including such thinkers as Allen Ginsberg, Antonin Artaud,
Walter Benjamin, and Terence McKenna, and a new underground of present-day ethnobotanists, chemists,
psychonauts, and philosophers. It is also a scrupulous recording of the author's wide-ranging investigation
with these outlaw compounds, including a thirty-hour tribal initiation in West Africa; an all-night encounter
with the master shamans of the South American rain forest; and a report from a psychedelic utopia in the
Black Rock Desert that is the Burning Man Festival.

Breaking Open the Head is brave participatory journalism at its best, a vivid account of psychic and
intellectual experiences that opened doors in the wall of Western rationalism and completed Daniel
Pinchbeck's personal transformation from a jaded Manhattan journalist to shamanic initiate and grateful
citizen of the cosmos.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Breaking Open
the Head: A Psychedelic Journey into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Donald Jones:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Breaking Open the
Head: A Psychedelic Journey into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mohammad Darling:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Breaking Open the Head: A Psychedelic Journey into the Heart
of Contemporary Shamanism why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Belinda Kirwin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Breaking Open the Head: A
Psychedelic Journey into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Breaking Open the
Head: A Psychedelic Journey into the Heart of Contemporary Shamanism to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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