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"Captivating." —Jane Ciabattari, NPR Book Concierge: Best Books of 2015

"Incomparable charisma and verve." —The Root, Best Fiction of 2015

"Lean, mean, and moving." —Kirkus Reviews, Kirkus Prize nominee

Jabari Asim’s debut novel returns readers to Gateway City, the fictional Midwestern city first explored in his
acclaimed short story collection, Taste of Honey. Against a 1970s backdrop of rapid social and political
change, Only the Strong portrays the challenges and rewards of love in a quintessential American community
where heartbreak and violence are seldom far away.

Moved by the death of Martin Luther King Jr., Lorenzo "Guts" Tolliver decides to abandon his career as a
professional leg-breaker and pursue a life of quiet moments and generous helpings of banana pudding in the
company of his new, sensuous lover. His erstwhile boss, local kingpin Ananias Goode, is also thinking about
slowing down—but his tempestuous affair with Dr. Artinces Noel, a prominent pediatrician, complicates his
retirement plans. Meanwhile, Charlotte Divine, the doctor’s headstrong protégée, struggles with trials of her
own.

With prose that's sharp, humorous, and poetic, Asim skillfully renders a compelling portrait of urban life in
the wake of the last major civil-rights bill. Massive change is afoot in America, and these characters have
front-row seats.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Only the Strong is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Hester:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Only the Strong as your daily resource information.

Bruce Sandlin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely Only the Strong.

Terry Burrows:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Only the Strong this publication consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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