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One of the most influential and popular works in all literature, Ovid’s Metamorphoses is a weaving-together
of classical myths, extending in time from the creation of the world to the death of Julius Caesar. This
volume provides the Latin text of the first five books of the poem and the most detailed commentary
available in English for these books.

In his introduction to the volume, editor William S. Anderson provides essential background information,
discussing Ovid’s life, the reception of the Metamorphoses during Ovid’s day and after, and the poem’s
central issues. The Latin text of the five books is Anderson’s own edition, based on years of study of the
surviving manuscripts. In the extensive notes that follow the text, Anderson offers both useful summaries of
the stories and detailed line-by-line comments.

Unlike other epic poems, which concern wars and heroism, the Metamorphoses centers on ordinary human
beings, women as well as men, who live in a world of continuous change. The first five books, which include
such well-known stories as Apollo and Daphane, Diana and Actaeon, and Narcissus and Echo, deal
especially with the relationship between human beings and the gods. Arrogant and lustful, but all-powerful,
the gods of Ovid’s universe selfishly pursue their own pleasures, frequently at the expense of their human
targets. Yet these gods escape unscathed, while the humans, unjustly, are punished. Helpless to defend
themselves, they are changed into animal or nonhuman forms.

A resource for students and scholars of Latin, this volume enhances understanding and enjoyment of Ovid’s
changeable poem about our changeable existence.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Ovid's Metamorphoses
Books 1-5 (Bks 1-5) to read.

Lily Tarver:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Ovid's Metamorphoses Books 1-5 (Bks 1-5)
book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bruce Alexander:

The ability that you get from Ovid's Metamorphoses Books 1-5 (Bks 1-5) may be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to recognise but Ovid's Metamorphoses Books 1-5 (Bks 1-5) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Ovid's Metamorphoses Books 1-5 (Bks 1-5) instantly.

Dwight Hancock:

Why? Because this Ovid's Metamorphoses Books 1-5 (Bks 1-5) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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