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Gathering the attention and excitement of American colonists from Boston to Charleston, the religious
revival of the 1740s traditionally known as the First Great Awakening provided colonial newspaper printers
with their first story of transcolonial importance. At the time of the Awakening, American newspapers had
become a vital part of the colonial information network as each major city offered at least one weekly paper.
Papers printed weekly reports on revivalist preaching, eye-witness accounts of revival meetings, shocking
stories of improper ordinations and church separations, as well as numerous contributed letters praising or
denouncing virtually every aspect of the Awakening. No other colonial event of the 1740s, including the War
of the Austrian Succession (1740-1748) and the Jacobite Rebellion (1745), came close to receiving as much
newspaper coverage, making the First Great Awakening America’s first “Big Story.”

In The First Great Awakening in Colonial American Newspapers: A Shifting Story, Lisa Smith offers the first
scholarly work to examine in detail the printed newspaper record of the revival. This comprehensive, in-
depth examination of colonial newspapers over a ten-year period uncovers information on shifts in the
presentation of the revival over time, specific differences in regional reporting, and significant
transformations in the newspaper personae of popular revivalists such as George Whitefield and Gilbert
Tennent. Using original newspaper excerpts and graphs revealing reporting trends, this book presents an
engaging, detailed picture of how colonial newspaper printers covered the experience of the First Great
Awakening.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Miller:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book The First Great Awakening in Colonial American Newspapers: A
Shifting Story it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

James Chavez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually The First Great Awakening in Colonial American Newspapers: A Shifting
Story.

Melissa Sands:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of the books in the top list in your reading list will be The First Great Awakening in Colonial American
Newspapers: A Shifting Story. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Rosalind Bowlin:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book The
First Great Awakening in Colonial American Newspapers: A Shifting Story. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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