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Physics textbooks identify Thomas Young (1773-1829) as the experimenter who first proved that light is a
wave--not a stream of corpuscles as Newton proclaimed. In any book on the eye and vision, Young is the
London physician who showed how the eye focuses and proposed the three-color theory of vision confirmed
only in 1959. In any book on ancient Egypt, Young is credited for his crucial detective work in deciphering
the Rosetta Stone. It is hard to grasp how much he knew.
Invited to contribute to a new edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, Young offered the following subjects:
Alphabet, Annuities, Attraction, Capillary Action, Cohesion, Colour, Dew, Egypt, Eye, Focus, Friction,
Halo, Hieroglyphic, Hydraulics, Motion, Resistance, Ship, Sound, Strength, Tides, Waves, and anything of a
medical nature. He asked that all his contributions be kept anonymous.
While not yet thirty he gave a course of lectures at the Royal Institution covering virtually all of known
science. But polymathy made him unpopular in the academy. An early attack on his wave theory of light was
so scathing that English physicists buried it for nearly two decades until it was rediscovered in France. But
slowly, after his death, great scientists recognized his genius.
Today, in an age of professional specialization unimaginable in 1800, polymathy still disturbs us. Is this kind
of curiosity selfish, even irresponsible?  Here is the story of a driven yet modest hero, the last man who knew
everything.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly McDowell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this kind of The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The
Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and
Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius to read.

Susan Preuss:

This The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved
Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other
Feats of Genius is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details
accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas
Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick,
and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen
tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that?

Margaret Holt:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Last Man Who Knew
Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We
See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Amy Christensen:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also



native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through
the book The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The Anonymous Polymath Who Proved
Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other
Feats of Genius we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this book The Last Man Who Knew Everything: Thomas Young, The
Anonymous Polymath Who Proved Newton Wrong, Explained How We See, Cured the Sick, and
Deciphered the Rosetta Stone, Among Other Feats of Genius. You can more pleasing than now.
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