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Without our domesticated plants and animals, human civilization as we know it would not exist.

We would still be living at subsistence level as hunter-gatherers if not for domestication. It is no accident that
the cradle of civilization?the Middle East?is where sheep, goats, pigs, cattle, and cats commenced their
fatefully intimate association with humans.

Before the agricultural revolution, there were perhaps 10 million humans on earth. Now there are more than
7 billion of us. Our domesticated species have also thrived, in stark contrast to their wild ancestors. In a
human-constructed environment?or man-made world?it pays to be domesticated.

Domestication is an evolutionary process first and foremost. What most distinguishes domesticated animals
from their wild ancestors are genetic alterations resulting in tameness, the capacity to tolerate close human
proximity. But selection for tameness often results in a host of seemingly unrelated by-products, including
floppy ears, skeletal alterations, reduced aggression, increased sociality, and reduced brain size. It's a
package deal known as the domestication syndrome.

Elements of the domestication syndrome can be found in every domesticated species?not only cats, dogs,
pigs, sheep, cattle, and horses but also more recent human creations, such as domesticated camels, reindeer,
and laboratory rats. That domestication results in this suite of changes in such a wide variety of mammals is
a fascinating evolutionary story, one that sheds much light on the evolutionary process in general.

We humans, too, show signs of the domestication syndrome, which some believe was key to our
evolutionary success. By this view, human evolution parallels the evolution of dogs from wolves, in
particular.

A natural storyteller, Richard C. Francis weaves history, archaeology, and anthropology to create a
fascinating narrative while seamlessly integrating the most cutting-edge ideas in twenty-first-century
biology, from genomics to evo-devo.

100 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Taylor:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-
Made World. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Lucille Davis:

This book untitled Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Janelle Coe:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Carla Helton:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Domesticated: Evolution
in a Man-Made World. You can more desirable than now.
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