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The Legislative Drafter's Deskbook offers practical advice and insight for those engaged in legislative
drafting, those more interested in policy than drafting itself, or those interested in reading and interpreting
the law. This book explains why laws are drafted the way they are.

Legislative drafting is - to the extent it is writing at all - the form of writing used for legislative measures, a
category that covers original bills and resolutions as well as amendments. Ultimately, legislative drafting is
the form of writing used for enacted law. The focus of this book is on legislative drafting for the Congress of
the United States, but many, if not most, of the principles described here apply just as well to drafting for
other legislatures.

As forms of writing go, drafting is not freewheeling like poetry, nor showy like rhetoric, nor personal like a
novel. Drafting is disciplined, rigorous, and analytical. Done well, drafting can also be creative, elegant, and
clever. (Unfortunately, drafting is not always done well.)

The purpose of this book is to provide practical advice on drafting to anyone who does, or may, engage in
drafting, and indirectly to provide insight into the drafting process to other interested people. For example,
this book is for people who are more interested in policy than in drafting, but want to understand why
drafters operate the way they do. It is also for people who are more interested in reading and interpreting the
law than in drafting, but want to understand why laws are drafted the way they are. It is hoped that this book
will be accessible to beginners while remaining valuable to veterans.

The traditional method of training drafters is to train them on the job; the consensus is that drafting is best
learned holistically, on a case-by-case basis. For that reason this book is best used as a resource, not a course.
It is a supplement to, not a substitute for, the learning that comes from experience.

The author designed this book to answer the variety of questions about drafting that arise daily in the work of
individuals with a professional interest in how bills, resolutions, and laws are drafted. The approach used
here is pragmatic: You will find no linguistic theories or esoteric conundrums discussed here. What you will
find is solid advice for everyday drafting projects.

"A masterful work. It is comprehensive and exceptionally well written. It is an essential tool for anyone who
drafts legislation or interprets the law."
-- William K. Suter, Clerk of the United States Supreme Court

"An essential and indispensable book, both as a reference work and as a thorough introduction to Federal
legislative drafting."
-- Frank Burk, Legislative Counsel of the United States Senate 1991-1998

"The succinct and thorough assessment of good legislative drafting techniques provides a set of 'best
practices' for drafters at all levels of government."
-- Elizabeth Garrett, Sydney M. Irmas Professor of Public Interest Law, University of Southern California

"State legislative drafters will also greatly appreciate this work."
-- Bruce Feustel, Senior Fellow, NCSL
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Legislative Drafter's Deskbook: A Practical Guide provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Esmeralda Rossman:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Legislative Drafter's
Deskbook: A Practical Guide can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Gary Wilson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Legislative Drafter's Deskbook: A Practical Guide was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Daryl Sanders:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Legislative Drafter's Deskbook: A Practical
Guide or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Legislative Drafter's Deskbook: A Practical Guide to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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