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To travel upon the Silk Road is to travel through history. Millennia older than California’s Camino Real, and
perhaps even a few years senior to the roads of the Roman Empire, the Silk Road is a network of routes
stretching from delta towns of China all the way to the Mediterranean Sea – a cultural highway considered to
be essential to the development of some of the world’s oldest civilizations. It was upon this road that that
Chinese silk traveled and was exchanged for incense, precious stones, and gold from India, the Middle East
and as far the Mediterranean, contributing to the great tradition of commercial and idea exchange along the
way.

In the fall of 1992, celebrated translator, writer, and scholar Bill Porter left his home in Hong Kong and
decided to travel from China to Pakistan by way of this famous and often treacherous Silk Road. Equipped
with a plastic bottle of whiskey, needle-nose pliers, and the companionship of an old friend, Porter embarks
upon the journey on the anniversary of Hong Kong’s liberation from the Japanese after World War II and
concludes in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, at the end of the monsoon season. Weaving witty travel
anecdotes with the history and fantastical mythology of China and the surrounding regions, Porter exposes a
world of card-sharks, unheard-of ethnic minorities, terracotta soldiers, nuclear experiments in the desert,
emperors falling in love with bathing maidens, monks with miracle tongues, and a giant Buddha relaxing to
music played by an invisible band.

The Silk Road is the second of a three-book memoir series about Porter’s travels in and around China to be
published by Counterpoint. With an eye for cultural idiosyncrasies and a vast knowledge of history, Porter
continues to make with his mark as an expert and travel writer.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Garner:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to Pakistan.

James Hubbard:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to Pakistan. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to Pakistan. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Ross Jackson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to Pakistan it is very good to read. There are a lot
of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Robert Schneck:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to
Pakistan that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Silk Road: Taking the Bus to Pakistan become your
starter.
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