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Medieval science and technology was firmly rooted in Aristotelian explanations of the physical world. This
book begins by introducing the basic concepts of the classical tradition, and explains how these ideas were
promulgated by the ancient Greeks, preserved and commented on by the great Muslim scholars of the early
middle ages, and finally transmitted to western Europe as that region began to grow and expand around 1100
C.E. Specific avenues of inquiry such as astronomy and astrology, optics, chemistry and alchemy, zoology,
geography, and medicine are described on their own terms. Rounding out the work is a discussion of the
many technological innovations of the medieval age, such as mechanical clocks, firearms, and the blast
furnace, that profoundly altered the course of European and world history. Biographical sketches provide
insight into the lives and accomplishments of 20 men and women, Christian, Muslim, and pagan, whose
works profoundly shaped the era's scientific spirit. Eleven annotated key primary documents afford a
fascinating glimpse into how the best minds of the time posed their questions and their answers. An
annotated timeline, glossary of terms, several illustrations, and an annotated bibliography round out the
work.

Medieval scientists, or natural philosophers, as they were then called, were powerfully influenced by the
authority of older traditions, including Christianity and scientific ideas dating back to Plato, Aristotle, and
Ptolemy. Yet their respect for these traditions was balanced by an equal respect for reason and the spirit of
inquiry. Religious faith, far from dampening scientific and technological innovation, actually buttressed their
efforts to understand the natural world as it was generally taken for granted that knowledge acquired through
reason would harmonize with religious beliefs. While medieval science and technology did not seek to
overthrow the prevailing worldviews of the time, their accomplishments did lay the groundwork for the
scientific revolution and European global expansion of the early modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

This Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) book
is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood
Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Medieval Science and
Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) can bring once you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the
Medieval World) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Melissa Alfonso:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Medieval Science and
Technology (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Medieval Science and Technology
(Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World)is a single of several books which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Regina Nichols:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Medieval Science and Technology
(Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World), you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Shockley:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Medieval Science and Technology (Greenwood
Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you



know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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