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The Vessantara Jataka is one of the most popular and influential Theravada Buddhist texts and the final and
longest scripture in the Pali Canon. It tells the story of Prince Vessantara, who attained the Perfection of
Giving by giving away his fortune, his children, and his wife. Prince Vessantara was the penultimate rebirth
as a human of the future Gotama Buddha, and his extreme charity is frequently portrayed in the sermons,
rituals, and art of South and Southeast Asia.

This anthology features sophisticated literary and anthropological analyses of the ethics of giving,
understanding of attachment and nonattachment, depiction of the trickster, and unique performative qualities
of the Vessantara Jataka. Contributors to the volume include well-respected anthropologists, textual scholars
in religious and Buddhist studies, and art historians who unravel from multiple perspectives the text’s
morality, religion, and place in contemporary academic debates. These experts show the Vessantara Jataka
to be as brilliantly layered as a Homerian epic or Shakespearean play, with aspects of tragedy, comedy,
melodrama, and utopian fantasy intertwined to problematize and scrutinize Buddhism’s cherished virtues.
Unusual for its disciplinary range, this collection helps recast Buddhism as a human tradition rich in ethical
and aesthetic complexity. It also features an introduction describing the work’s main themes and styles, a
character glossary, and a bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer
that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Readings of the Vessantara
Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature) to read.

Fredrick Alfred:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia
Readings of Buddhist Literature) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Paul Mackey:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of
Buddhist Literature) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Roberta Swinton:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature) this
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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