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Soul Covers is an engaging look at how three very different rhythm and blues performers—Aretha Franklin,
Al Green, and Phoebe Snow—used cover songs to negotiate questions of artistic, racial, and personal
authenticity. Through close readings of song lyrics and the performers’ statements about their lives and
work, the literary critic Michael Awkward traces how Franklin, Green, and Snow crafted their own musical
identities partly by taking up songs associated with artists such as Dinah Washington, Hank Williams, Willie
Nelson, George Gershwin, Billie Holiday, and the Supremes.

Awkward sees Franklin’s early album Unforgettable: A Tribute to Dinah Washington, released shortly after
Washington’s death in 1964, as an attempt by a struggling young singer to replace her idol as the
acknowledged queen of the black female vocal tradition. He contends that Green’s album Call Me (1973)
reveals the performer’s attempt to achieve formal coherence by uniting seemingly irreconcilable aspects of
his personal history, including his career in popular music and his religious yearnings, as well as his sense of
himself as both a cosmopolitan black artist and a forlorn country boy. Turning to Snow’s album Second
Childhood (1976), Awkward suggests that through covers of blues and soul songs, Snow, a white Jewish
woman from New York, explored what it means for non-black enthusiasts to perform works considered by
many to be black cultural productions. The only book-length examination of the role of remakes in American
popular music, Soul Covers is itself a refreshing new take on the lives and work of three established soul
artists.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Lefevre:

The book Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin,
Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Soul
Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green,
Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin,
Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Lawrence Elam:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the
Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) ended
up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the
Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Soul Covers:
Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow)
(Refiguring American Music). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Bryan Donovan:

The actual book Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha
Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the
Struggle for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.



Hazel Fletcher:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle for
Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music) can give you a lot
of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Soul Covers: Rhythm and Blues Remakes and the Struggle
for Artistic Identity (Aretha Franklin, Al Green, Phoebe Snow) (Refiguring American Music).
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