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Seventeen years before John F. Kennedy became the 35th president of the United States - in the early
morning of August 2, 1943, to be exact - a PT or Motor Torpedo Boat under his command was rammed and
sliced in half by a Japanese destroyer in the waters of Blackett Strait, in the Solomon Islands. Kennedy's
wartime career had been unremarkable to that point. He had shown a talent for scrounging the occasional
loaf of bread or haunch of New Zealand mutton for his crew, he had nearly destroyed a refuelling dock in his
rush to be the first PT boat returning from overnight patrols, and he was a congenial and businesslike
commander of his tiny boat with its crew of twelve. The PT boats were the terriers of the Pacific Fleet,
yapping at the enemy's heels but rarely getting the chance for heroics, and PT109 was no exception.
Kennedy's first direct confrontation with an enemy ship was the one that sank his boat. There was no time to
react; in the concealing darkness, with no radar, the destroyer was inside torpedo range before they saw it. In
the aftermath of the ramming, as the destroyer swept away and fired two shots back at the broken and
burning PT boat, and with an injured back, Kenne Gathering his surviving crew to the derelict forward
section of the boat, which was still floating, Kennedy swam into the darkness and towed the injured back to
the hulk. He would spend 30 of the next 36 hours in the water, during which time he and the crew swam
three miles to a small island with Kennedy towing a badly burned survivor. Over the next three days
Kennedy placed his life at risk in the effort to secure the rescue of his crew, which was finally effected on
day 4. Only two men were lost, and those at the time of the collision. In September 1943 Kennedy assumed
command of PT59 and was promoted to Lieutenant. In October he plucked 50 marines from the water
beneath enemy guns. In November, suffering from a ruptured disc and malaria, Kennedy was directed by a
doctor to leave his command, and returned stateside in early 1944 weighing just 125 pounds. He was
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps medal and the Purple Heart. In August 1963, three months before his
assassination, Kennedy wrote: "Any man who may be asked in this century what he did to make his life
worthwhile, I think can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction, 'I served in the United States
Navy'".
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Turner:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this PT 109: John F. Kennedy in WW II.

Randy Anderson:

The book PT 109: John F. Kennedy in WW II can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book PT 109: John F. Kennedy in WW II?
A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book PT 109: John F. Kennedy in WW II has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lewis Skinner:

The actual book PT 109: John F. Kennedy in WW II will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book PT 109: John F. Kennedy in WW II is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Angel Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually PT 109:
John F. Kennedy in WW II.
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