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Elizabeth Alexander's highly praised first collection is available once again

I didn't want to write a poem that said "blackness
is," because we know better than anyone
that we are not one or ten or ten thousand things
Not one poem
-from "Today's News"

Originally published in 1990 to widespread acclaim, The Venus Hottentot introduces Elizabeth Alexander's
vital poetic voice, distinguished even in this remarkable first book by its examination of history, gender, and
race with an uncommon clarity and music. These poems range from personal memory to cultural history to
human personae: John Coltrane, Frida Kahlo, Nelson Mandela, and "The Venus Hottentot," a nineteenth-
century African woman who was made into a carnival sideshow exhibit.

In language as vibrant within traditional forms as it is within improvisational lyrics, the poems in The Venus
Hottentot demonstrate why Alexander is among our most dazzling and important contemporary poets and
cultural critics.

"Alexander creates intellectual magic in poem after poem."
--The New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

The book The Venus Hottentot: Poems make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Venus Hottentot: Poems to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication The Venus Hottentot:
Poems. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Helen Kingsbury:

This The Venus Hottentot: Poems is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
The Venus Hottentot: Poems in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Wayne Millican:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Venus Hottentot: Poems this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Daryl Steele:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Venus Hottentot: Poems to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
reserve The Venus Hottentot: Poems can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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