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This fascinating study of devotional images traces their historical links to important strains of American
culture. David Morgan demonstrates how popular visual images—from Warner Sallman's "Head of Christ"
to velvet renditions of DaVinci's "Last Supper" to illustrations on prayer cards—have assumed central roles
in contemporary American lives and communities.

Morgan's history of popular religious images ranges from the late Middle Ages to the present day and
analyzes what he calls "visual piety," or the belief that images convey. Rather than isolating popular icons
from their social contexts or regarding them as merely illustrative of theological ideas, Morgan situates both
Protestant and Catholic art within the domain of devotional practice, ritual, personal narrative, and the sacred
space of the home. In addition, he examines how popular icons have been rooted in social concerns ranging
from control of human passions to notions of gender, creedal orthodoxy, and friendship. Also discussed is
the coupling of images with texts in the attempt to control meanings and to establish markers for one's
community and belief. Drawing from the fields of music, sociology, theology, philosophy, psychology, and
aesthetics,Visual Piety is the first book to bring to specialist and lay reader alike an understanding of
religious imagery's place in the social formation and maintenance of everyday American life.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

James Yancey:

The book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of
Popular Religious Images. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

William Pare:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This e-book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Sharon Scott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Visual Piety: A History and
Theory of Popular Religious Images.
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