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Since the time of Aristotle, there had been a clear divide between the three kingdoms of animal, vegetable,
and mineral. But by the eighteenth century, biological experiments, and the wide range of new creatures
coming to Europe from across the world, challenged these neat divisions. Abraham Trembley found that
freshwater polyps grew into complete individuals when cut. This shocking discovery raised deep questions:
was it a plant or an animal? And this was not the only conundrum. What of coral? Was it a rock or a living
form? Did plants have sexes, like animals? The boundaries appeared to blur. And what did all this say about
the nature of life itself? Were animals and plants soul-less, mechanical forms, as Descartes suggested? The
debates raging across science played into some of the biggest and most controversial issues of Enlightenment
Europe. In this book, Susannah Gibson explains how a study of pond slime could cause people to question
the existence of the soul; observation of eggs could make a man doubt that God had created the world; how
the discovery of the Venus fly-trap was linked to the French Revolution; and how interpretations of fossils
could change our understanding of the Earth's history. Using rigorous historical research, and a lively and
readable style, this book vividly captures the big concerns of eighteenth-century science. And the debates
concerning the divisions of life did not end there; they continue to have resonances in modern biology.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Here thing why this Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?: How eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural
order are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?: How
eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?:
How eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?: How
eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order in e-book can be your choice.

Bryant Kelly:

This book untitled Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?: How eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Dorothy Penland:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?: How eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?: How
eighteenth-century science disrupted the natural order is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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