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This is the story of Richard Longfield Vowell, an audacious and intrepid young English adventurer who
abandoned his studies at Oxford in 1817 to fight against the Spanish Empire that had ruled Latin America for
300 years. It is also the story of the little known British Legion, formed of English and Irish volunteers,
which became an integral part of Simo'n Boli'var's patriot army. The British Legion played a crucial role in
training the patriot forces to face Spanish troops battle-hardened in the Peninsular Wars.

With the words 'Liberty or Death!' emblazoned on a black banner, Boli'var set out to liberate Venezuela, and
indeed, South America. For the bold and the idealistic, his quest was the stuff of dreams, and in England,
there had never before been such intense interest in the destiny of the Spanish colonies. Boli'var's exploits
were reported assiduously in the English press, so much so that the Spanish authorities called it 'a South
American mania.'

Boli'var lacked a modern army and with England awash with officers and soldiers demobilized from the
Peninsular Wars, he took the opportunity to obtain campaign-seasoned fighting men. So it was that in distant
Venezuela, Vowell and fewer than 2,000 other British volunteers, distinguished themselves in battle.

In Chile, there was a desperate need for a navy to counter Spanish warships and so Bernardo O'Higgins
sought British officers to help form the celebrated First Chilean Squadron. Richard Vowell was recruited by
the British naval hero, Admiral Lord Thomas Cochrane, to sail with the Chilean Squadron, and he became
Commander of the Infantry Marines. He took part in the final naval battle that vanquished forever the
Spanish Navy in the Americas.

After the wars in Latin America ended, Vowell returned to England and wrote a seminal book on the
campaigns in Venezuela, New Grenada and the Pacific Ocean. Though not well known in the English-
speaking world, he is considered to be a heroic figure and an insightful historian among Latin American
scholars who frequently cite his work.

This important first biography is based on extensive research undertaken in three continents. It uncovers
information previously unknown about Vowell's exciting life and daring exploits - from his birth in a genteel
English country town, to his campaigns in the far-off Americas, and to his period in the harsh landscape of
Australia, where he confronted another empire and was subsequently and unjustly imprisoned on a remote
Pacific island from which he made a dramatic escape.

This absorbing account sheds light on a lost but fascinating episode of British endeavor and valor and its
contribution to the shaping of the modern Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled LIBERTY OR DEATH!: The Life and Campaigns of Richard L.
Vowell: British Legionnnaire and Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas. Try to make the book
LIBERTY OR DEATH!: The Life and Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and
Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Shannon Lynch:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This LIBERTY OR DEATH!: The Life and Campaigns of
Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and Commander - Hero and Patriot of the Americas is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Stacey Thompson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The LIBERTY
OR DEATH!: The Life and Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and Commander - Hero
and Patriot of the Americas will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Mason Childress:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like LIBERTY OR DEATH!: The
Life and Campaigns of Richard L. Vowell: British Legionnnaire and Commander - Hero and Patriot of the
Americas which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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