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A rich, colorful history of California centering on the untold story of America 's biggest farmer, J. G.
Boswell, who controls more than $1 billion worth of water rights and real estate in the heart of the state. J. G.
Boswell is the biggest farmer in America. Over the past fifty years he has built a secret empire while
thumbing his nose at nature, politicians, labor unions and every journalist who ever tried to lift the veil on the
ultimate "factory in the fields. " Now eighty years old, with an almost pathological bent toward privacy,
Boswell has spent the past few years confiding one of the great stories of the American West to Mark Arax
and Rick Wartzman. The King of California is the previously untold account of how a Georgia slave-owning
family migrated to California in the early 1920s,drained one of America 's biggest lakes in an act of
incredible hubris and carved out the richest cotton empire in the world. Indeed, the sophistication of Boswell
's agricultural operation -from lab to field to gin - is unrivaled anywhere. Much more than a business story,
this is a sweeping social history that details the saga of cotton growers who were chased from the South by
the boll weevil and brought their black farmhands to California. It is a gripping read with cameos by a cast of
famous characters, from Cecil B. DeMille to Cesar Chavez.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The King of California: J.G. Boswell and
the Making of a Secret American Empire will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Tiffany Zamora:

Beside that The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret American Empire in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the
Making of a Secret American Empire because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Lorraine Paisley:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a
Secret American Empire. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Jamie Durbin:

You can obtain this The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret American Empire by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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