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After a Darwinian-type account of what beliefs are and how they arose in animals acting to cope with their
environments--"low beliefs," virtually all of which are true--Wallace Matson here shows how the invention
of language led to imagination and thence to beliefs formed in other ways ("high beliefs"), not true though
thought to be, which could be consolidated into mythologies, the first Grand Unified Theories of Everything.
Science began when Thales of Miletus produced a Grand Theory based on low ("everyday") beliefs. Matson
traces the course of science and philosophy through seven centuries to their sudden and violent displacement
by Christianity with its Grand Theory of the old type. Against the widespread opinion that modern
philosophy has slowly but completely emancipated itself from bondage to theology, he shows how remnants
from the medieval 'interlude' still lurk unnoticed in the purportedly neutral notions of logical possibility,
possible worlds, and laws as commands, to the detriment of the natural harmony between science and
philosophy, including ethics. Accessibly written, this is a book for all who are interested in the foundations
of 21st century thought and who wonder where the cracks might be.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Weiss:

This Grand Theories and Everyday Beliefs: Science, Philosophy, and their Histories are usually reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Grand Theories and Everyday
Beliefs: Science, Philosophy, and their Histories can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Grand Theories and Everyday Beliefs: Science, Philosophy,
and their Histories giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Marjorie Thompson:

The reserve with title Grand Theories and Everyday Beliefs: Science, Philosophy, and their Histories
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
particular book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Steven Strong:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Grand Theories and Everyday Beliefs:
Science, Philosophy, and their Histories, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Zachary Connors:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Grand Theories and Everyday Beliefs: Science, Philosophy, and their
Histories can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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