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"The Philosophy of Composition" is an essay by Edgar Allan Poe. Edgar Allan Poe (born Edgar Poe;
January 19, 1809 – October 7, 1849) was an American author, poet, editor, and literary critic, considered part
of the American Romantic Movement. Best known for his tales of mystery and the macabre, Poe was one of
the earliest American practitioners of the short story, and is generally considered the inventor of the detective
fiction genre. He is further credited with contributing to the emerging genre of science fiction. He was the
first well-known American writer to try to earn a living through writing alone, resulting in a financially
difficult life and career. Born in Boston, he was the second child of two actors. His father abandoned the
family in 1810, and his mother died the following year. Thus orphaned, the child was taken in by John and
Frances Allan, of Richmond, Virginia. Although they never formally adopted him, Poe was with them well
into young adulthood. Tension developed later as John Allan and Edgar repeatedly clashed over debts,
including those incurred by gambling, and the cost of secondary education for the young man. Poe attended
the University of Virginia for one semester but left due to lack of money. Poe quarreled with Allan over the
funds for his education and enlisted in the Army in 1827 under an assumed name. It was at this time his
publishing career began, albeit humbly, with an anonymous collection of poems, Tamerlane and Other
Poems (1827), credited only to "a Bostonian". With the death of Frances Allan in 1829, Poe and Allan
reached a temporary rapprochement. Later failing as an officer's cadet at West Point and declaring a firm
wish to be a poet and writer, Poe parted ways with John Allan. Poe switched his focus to prose and spent the
next several years working for literary journals and periodicals, becoming known for his own style of literary
criticism. His work forced him to move among several cities, including Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New
York City. In Baltimore in 1835, he married Virginia Clemm, his 13-year-old cousin. In January 1845 Poe
published his poem, "The Raven", to instant success. His wife died of tuberculosis two years after its
publication. For years, he had been planning to produce his own journal, The Penn (later renamed The
Stylus), though he died before it could be produced. On October 7, 1849, at age 40, Poe died in Baltimore;
the cause of his death is unknown and has been variously attributed to alcohol, brain congestion, cholera,
drugs, heart disease, rabies, suicide, tuberculosis, and other agents. Poe and his works influenced literature in
the United States and around the world, as well as in specialized fields, such as cosmology and cryptography.
Poe and his work appear throughout popular culture in literature, music, films, and television. A number of
his homes are dedicated museums today. The Mystery Writers of America present an annual award known as
the Edgar Award for distinguished work in the mystery genre. After his brother's death, Poe began more
earnest attempts to start his career as a writer. He chose a difficult time in American publishing to do so. He
was the first well-known American to try to live by writing alone and was hampered by the lack of an
international copyright law. Publishers often pirated copies of British works rather than paying for new work
by Americans. The industry was also particularly hurt by the Panic of 1837. Despite a booming growth in
American periodicals around this time period, fueled in part by new technology, many did not last beyond a
few issues and publishers often refused to pay their writers or paid them much later than they promised. Poe,
throughout his attempts to live as a writer, repeatedly had to resort to humiliating pleas for money and other
assistance.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Philosophy of Composition. Try to face the book The Philosophy
of Composition as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Marlon Taylor:

The book The Philosophy of Composition give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Philosophy of
Composition being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The
Philosophy of Composition. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Marjorie Ishee:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Philosophy of Composition can make you really feel more interested
to read.

Valarie Chamberlin:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Philosophy of
Composition to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside
that the publication The Philosophy of Composition can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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