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Set in thirteenth-century Europe, against the backdrop of a medieval world where beauty and violence,
science and mysticism, carnality and faith, exist side by side, this is a masterful novel in the tradition of
Umberto Eco, Barry Unsworth, and Michel Faber.

Since he was a young boy, John has studied at the Franciscan monastery outside Oxford, under the tutelage
of friar and magus Roger Bacon, an inventor, scientist, and polymath. In 1267 Bacon arranges for his young
pupil to embark on a journey of penitence to Italy. But the pilgrimage is a guise to deliver scientific
instruments and Bacon's great opus to His Holiness, Pope Clement IV. Two companions will accompany
John, both Franciscan novices: the handsome, sweet-tempered Brother Andrew, with whom everyone falls in
love; and the more brutish Brother Bernard, with his secret compulsion for drawing imaginary monsters.
Neither knows the true purpose of their expedition.

John the Pupil is a medieval road movie, recounting the journey taken from Oxford to Viterbo in 1267 by
John and his two companions. Modeling themselves after Saint Francis, the men trek by foot through
Europe, preaching the gospel and begging for sustenance. In addition to fighting off ambushes from thieves
hungry for the thing of power they are carrying, the holy trio are tried and tempted by all sorts of sins:
ambition, pride, lust—and by the sheer hell and heaven of medieval life.

Erudite and earthy, horrifying, comic, humane—David Flusfeder's extraordinary novel reveals to the reader a
world very different from, and all too like, the one we live in now.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

The book John the Pupil can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book John the Pupil? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book John the Pupil has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Richard Riggins:

Often the book John the Pupil will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to
you. The book John the Pupil is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jennifer Garza:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love John the Pupil, you are able to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Tammy Schuler:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like John the Pupil which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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