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James Grant’s enthralling biography of Thomas B. Reed, Speaker of the House during one of the most
turbulent times in American history—the Gilded Age, the decades before the ascension of reformer President
Theodore Roosevelt—brings to life one of the brightest, wittiest, and most consequential political stars in our
history.

The last decades of the nineteenth century were a volatile era of rampantly corrupt politics. It was a time of
both stupendous growth and financial panic, of land bubbles and passionate and sometimes violent populist
protests. Votes were openly bought and sold in a Congress paralyzed by the abuse of the House filibuster by
members who refused to respond to roll call even when present, depriving the body of a quorum. Reed put an
end to this stalemate, empowered the Republicans, and changed the House of Representatives for all time.

The Speaker’s beliefs in majority rule were put to the test in 1898, when the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine in
Havana Harbor set up a popular clamor for war against Spain. Reed resigned from Congress in protest.

A larger-than-life character, Reed checks every box of the ideal biographical subject. He is an important and
significant figure. He changed forever the way the House of Representatives does its business. He was funny
and irreverent. He is, in short, great company. “What I most admire about you, Theodore,” Reed once
remarked to his earnest young protégé, Teddy Roosevelt, “is your original discovery of the Ten
Commandments.”

After he resigned his seat, Reed practiced law in New York. He was successful. He also found a soul mate in
the legendary Mark Twain. They admired one another’s mordant wit. Grant’s lively and erudite narrative of
this tumultuous era—the raucous late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries—is a gripping portrait of a
United States poised to burst its bounds and of the men who were defining it.
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From reader reviews:

Otto Tejeda:

The book Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a guide Mr. Speaker!: The Life and
Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kelly Spinney:

Here thing why this particular Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke
the Filibuster are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Mr. Speaker!: The Life and
Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Mr. Speaker!:
The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Mr. Speaker!: The Life
and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster in e-book can be your alternate.

Patrica Fussell:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who
Broke the Filibuster book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man
Who Broke the Filibuster content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now
thinking Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

John Lyons:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.



Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mr. Speaker!: The Life
and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster which is having the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.
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