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Stuart Goldman convincingly argues that a little-known, but intense Soviet-Japanese conflict along the
Manchurian-Mongolian frontier at Nomonhan influenced the outbreak of World War II and shaped the
course of the war. The author draws on Japanese, Soviet, and western sources to put the seemingly obscure
conflict--actually a small undeclared war-- into its proper global geo-strategic perspective.

The book describes how the Soviets, in response to a border conflict provoked by Japan, launched an
offensive in August 1939 that wiped out the Japanese forces at Nomonhan. At the same time, Stalin signed
the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact, allowing Hitler to invade Poland. The timing of these military and
diplomatic strikes was not coincidental, according to the author. In forming an alliance with Hitler that left
Tokyo diplomatically isolated, Stalin succeeded in avoiding a two-front war. He saw the pact with the Nazis
as a way to pit Germany against Britain and France, leaving the Soviet Union on the sidelines to eventually
pick up the spoils from the European conflict, while at the same time giving him a free hand to smash the
Japanese at Nomonhan.

Goldman not only demonstrates the linkage between the Nomonhan conflict, the German-Soviet
Nonaggression Pact, and the outbreak of World War II , but also shows how Nomonhan influenced Japan s
decision to go to war with the United States and thus change the course of history. The book details Gen.
Georgy Zhukov s brilliant victory at Nomonhan that led to his command of the Red Army in 1941 and his
success in stopping the Germans at Moscow with reinforcements from the Soviet Far East. Such a strategy
was possible, the author contends, only because of Japan s decision not to attack the Soviet Far East but to
seize the oil-rich Dutch East Indies and attack Pearl Harbor instead. Goldman credits Tsuji Masanobu, an
influential Japanese officer who instigated the Nomonhan conflict and survived the debacle, with urging his
superiors not to take on the Soviets again in 1941, but instead to go to war with the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

The book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing
like a book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped
World War II has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ashley Williams:

The particular book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II will bring that
you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red
Army's Victory That Shaped World War II is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Rose Miller:

The book untitled Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Jessie Orlando:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory
That Shaped World War II.
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