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In On Their Own Terms, Benjamin A. Elman offers a much-needed synthesis of early Chinese science during
the Jesuit period (1600-1800) and the modern sciences as they evolved in China under Protestant influence
(1840s-1900).

By 1600 Europe was ahead of Asia in producing basic machines, such as clocks, levers, and pulleys, that
would be necessary for the mechanization of agriculture and industry. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, Elman shows, Europeans still sought from the Chinese their secrets of producing silk, fine textiles,
and porcelain, as well as large-scale tea cultivation. Chinese literati borrowed in turn new algebraic notations
of Hindu-Arabic origin, Tychonic cosmology, Euclidian geometry, and various computational advances.

Since the middle of the nineteenth century, imperial reformers, early Republicans, Guomindang party cadres,
and Chinese Communists have all prioritized science and technology. In this book, Elman gives a nuanced
account of the ways in which native Chinese science evolved over four centuries, under the influence of both
Jesuit and Protestant missionaries. In the end, he argues, the Chinese produced modern science on their own
terms.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this On Their Own Terms: Science in China, 1550-1900.

Paula Shepard:

This On Their Own Terms: Science in China, 1550-1900 is great e-book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having On Their Own Terms: Science in China, 1550-1900 in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt that will?

Jill Beery:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The On Their Own Terms: Science in China, 1550-1900 offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Donald Murray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this On Their
Own Terms: Science in China, 1550-1900.
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