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In a book that will both enlighten and provoke, Daniel Boyarin offers an alternative to the prevailing
Euroamerican warrior/patriarch model of masculinity and recovers the Jewish ideal of the gentle, receptive
male. The Western notion of the aggressive, sexually dominant male and the passive female reaches back
through Freud to Roman times, but as Boyarin makes clear, such gender roles are not universal. Analyzing
ancient and modern texts, he reveals early rabbis—studious, family-oriented—as exemplars of manhood and
the prime objects of female desire in traditional Jewish society.

Challenging those who view the "feminized Jew" as a pathological product of the Diaspora or a figment of
anti-Semitic imagination, Boyarin argues that the Diaspora produced valuable alternatives to the dominant
cultures' overriding gender norms. He finds the origins of the rabbinic model of masculinity in the Talmud,
and though unrelentingly critical of rabbinic society's oppressive aspects, he shows how it could provide
greater happiness for women than the passive gentility required by bourgeois European standards.

Boyarin also analyzes the self-transformation of three iconic Viennese modern Jews: Sigmund Freud, the
father of psychoanalysis; Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism; and Bertha Pappenheim (Anna O.), the
first psychoanalytic patient and founder of Jewish feminism in Germany. Pappenheim is Boyarin's hero: it is
she who provides him with a model for a militant feminist, anti-homophobic transformation of Orthodox
Jewish society today.

Like his groundbreaking Carnal Israel, this book is talmudic scholarship in a whole new light, with a vitality
that will command attention from readers in feminist studies, history of sexuality, Jewish culture, and the
history of psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Ackley:

The book Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Unheroic Conduct:
The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish
Literature, Culture, and Society) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open up and read a book Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish
Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society). Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Nancy Martindale:

Why? Because this Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Robert Poulin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of
Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of
Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.



Jesus Geist:

The book untitled Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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