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Examines and measures the extent to which statutory language affects judicial behavior.

How does the language of legislative statutes affect judicial behavior? Scholars of the judiciary have rarely
studied this question despite statutes being, theoretically, the primary opportunity for legislatures to ensure
that those individuals who interpret the law will follow their preferences. In Checking the Courts, Kirk A.
Randazzo and Richard W. Waterman offer a model that integrates ideological and legal factors through an
empirical measure of statutory discretion. The model is tested across multiple judicial institutions, at both the
federal and state levels, and reveals that judges are influenced by the levels of discretion afforded in the
legislative statutes. In those cases where lawmakers have clear policy preferences, legislation encourages
judges to strictly interpret the plain meaning of the law. Conversely, if policy preferences are unclear,
legislation leaves open the possibility that judges will make decisions based on their own ideological policy
preferences. Checking the Courts thus provides us with a better understanding of the dynamic interplay
between law and ideology.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent
Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Checking the
Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and
Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Christopher Ray:

The knowledge that you get from Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY
series in American Constitutionalism) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) instantly.

Suzanne Cicero:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent
Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) as your daily resource information.

Cynthia Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Checking the Courts: Law,



Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Checking the
Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) become
your personal starter.
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