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Sérgio Buarque de Holanda's Roots of Brazil is one of the iconic books on Brazilian history, society, and
culture. Originally published in 1936, it appears here for the first time in an English language translation with
a foreword, "Why Read Roots of Brazil Today?" by Pedro Meira Monteiro, one of the world's leading
experts on Buarque de Holanda. Roots of Brazil focuses on the multiple cultural influences that forged
twentieth-century Brazil, especially those of the Portuguese, the Spanish, other European colonists, Native
Americans, and Africans. Buarque de Holanda argues that all of these originary influences were transformed
into a unique Brazilian culture and society—a "transition zone." The book presents an understanding of why
and how European culture flourished in a large, tropical environment that was totally foreign to its traditions,
and the manner and consequences of this development. Buarque de Holanda uses Max Weber’s typological
criteria to establish pairs of "ideal types" as a means of stressing particular characteristics of Brazilians,
while also trying to understand and explain the local historical process. Along with other early twentieth-
century works such as The Masters and the Slaves by Gilberto Freyre and The Colonial Background of
Modern Brazil by Caio Prado Júnior, Roots of Brazil set the parameters of Brazilian historiography for a
generation and continues to offer keys to understanding the complex history of Brazil. Roots of Brazil has
been published in Italian, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese, German, and French. This long-awaited English
translation will interest students and scholars of Portuguese, Brazilian, and Latin American history, culture,
literature, and postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

This Roots of Brazil (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The reason of this Roots of Brazil (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) can be one of
many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Roots of Brazil (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Tisha Betancourt:

Roots of Brazil (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Roots of Brazil (ND
Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Carol Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Roots of Brazil (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l
Studies) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Nancy Williams:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Roots of Brazil (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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