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As the Soviet Union teetered on the edge of collapse during the late 1980s, and America prepared to claim its
victory, a bloody war still raged in Southern Africa, where proxy forces from both sides vied for control of
Angola. The result was the largest battle on the dark continent since Al Alamein, with forces from both sides
paying in blood what U.S.-Soviet diplomats were otherwise spending in diplomacy.

The socialist government of Angola and its army, FAPLA, fully stocked with Soviet weapons, had only to
wipe out a massive resistance group, UNITA, secretly supplied by the U.S, in order to claim full sovereignty
over the country. A giant FAPLA offensive so threatened to succeed in overcoming UNITA that apartheid-
era South Africa stepped in to protect its own interests. The white army crossing the border prompted the
Angolan government to call on their own foreign reinforcements?the army of Communist Cuba’s.

Thus began the epic battle of Cuito Cuanavale, largely unknown in the U.S., but which raged for three
months in the entirely odd match-up of South African Boers vs. Castro’s armed forces, which for the first
time in the Cold War proved what it could achieve. And it turned out the Cubans were very good.

The South Africans were no slouches at warfare themselves, but had suffered under a boycott of weapons
since 1977. The Cubans and Angolan troops, instead, had the latest Soviet weapons, easily delivered. But
UNITA had its secret U.S. supply line and the South Africans knew how to fight, mainly at a disadvantage in
air power for lack of spare parts. Meantime the Cubans overcame their logistic difficulties with an
impressive airlift of troops over the Atlantic, while the Boers simply needed to drive next door.

As a case study of ferocious fighting between East and West?albeit proxies for the great powers on all
sides?this book unveils a remarkable episode of the end-game of the Cold War largely unknown to the
public. The Angolans on both sides suffered heavily, but it was the apartheid South Africans versus Castro’s
armed forces that provides utter fascination in one of history’s rare match-ups.

REVIEWS

“…both accurate and comprehensive…an accurate reflection of the events …will dispel the myth known as
the Battle for Cuito Cuanavale…”
Fred Oelschig, SADF Senior Liaison Officer with UNITA 1987/88

Author Peter Polack chronicles a critical clash in The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War – an exciting,
illuminating study ....Polack strives mightily to achieve balance and fairness in covering Cuito Cuanavale
combat. And until researchers gain unfettered access to official Cuban and Angolan sources, his
methodology remains our only option. Interested in Cold War conflict? Grab this book.
Recommended!
Cybermodeler



Despite a dearth of primary source materials from the Cuban and Angolan governments, Polack has crafted a
fluent and captivating narrative of a pivotal battle that will advance the sparse existing scholarship on the
events that took place between late 1987 and early 1988.
No one book can be all things to all readers. Military histories, in particular, attract a variety of readers for
many different reasons. While not the definitive history of Angola's place in the Cold War[4], The Last Hot
Battle of the Cold War does offer a detailed examination of the battle of Cuito Cuanavale that will assist
military historians concerned to understand the value of specific armaments in determining the outcomes of
proxy wars in the Cold War era.
Michigan War Studies
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War: South Africa vs.
Cuba in the Angolan Civil War. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important any book The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the
Angolan Civil War. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could
open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Antonio Duncan:

This The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan Civil War are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Last Hot Battle of
the Cold War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan Civil War can be one of the great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will
shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Last Hot Battle of the Cold
War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan Civil War giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Thomas Welty:

The e-book untitled The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan Civil War is
the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War:
South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan Civil War from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Short:

This The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan Civil War is great book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word
or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Last Hot Battle of the Cold War: South Africa vs. Cuba in the Angolan



Civil War in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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