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Alberto Manguel praises the Hungarian writer László Földényi as “one of the most brilliant essayists of our
time.”  Földényi’s extraordinary Melancholy, with its profusion of literary, ecclesiastical, artistic, and
historical insights, gives proof to such praise. His book, part history of the term melancholy and part analysis
of the melancholic disposition, explores many centuries to explore melancholy’s ambiguities. Along the way
Földényi discovers the unrecognized role melancholy may play as a source of energy and creativity in a
well-examined life.
 
Földényi begins with a tour of the history of the word melancholy, from ancient Greece to the medieval era,
the Renaissance, and modern times. He finds the meaning of melancholy has always been ambiguous, even
paradoxical. In our own times it may be regarded either as a psychic illness or a mood familiar to everyone.
The author analyzes the complexities of melancholy and concludes that its dual nature reflects the inherent
tension of birth and mortality. To understand the melancholic disposition is to find entry to some of the
deepest questions one’s life.
 
This distinguished translation brings Földényi’s work directly to English-language readers for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Schrader:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Patricia Steele:

The ability that you get from Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Melancholy (The Margellos
World Republic of Letters) instantly.

Margaret Burman:

The guide with title Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) contains a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jerry Sonnier:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) will give you a new experience in
studying a book.
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