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Edward Said’s Orientalism has been much praised for its account of Western perceptions of the Orient. But
the English-speaking world has for too long been unaware of another classic in the same field which
appeared in France only a year later. Alain Grosrichard’s The Sultan’s Court is a fascinating survey of
Western accounts of “Oriental despotism” in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It focuses particularly
on portrayals of the Ottoman Empire and the supposedly enigmatic structure of the despot’s court—the
seraglio—with its viziers, janissaries, mutes, dwarfs, eunuchs and countless wives.

Drawing on the writings of travellers and philosophers such as Montesquieu, Rousseau and Voltaire,
Grosrichard goes further than merely cataloguing their intense fascination with the vortex of capriciousness,
violence, cruelty, lust, sexual perversion and slavery which they perceived in the seraglio. Deftly and subtly
using a Lacanian psychoanalytical framework, he describes the process as one in which these leading
Enlightenment figures were constructing a fantastic Other to counterpose their project of a rationally based
society. The Sultan’s Court seeks not to refute the misconceptions but rather explore the nature of the fantasy
and what it can reveal about modern political thought and power relations more generally.”
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Sultan's Court. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Sultan's Court. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Marie Clemmer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great along with important the book Sultan's Court. All type of book would you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lauren Smith:

Typically the book Sultan's Court has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
book.

Daniel Adams:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Sultan's Court which is
having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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