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Around 300 A.D. European patterns of marriage and kinship were turned on their head. What had previously
been the norm - marriage to close kin - became the new taboo. The same applied to adoption, the obligation
of a man to marry his brother's widow and a number of other central practices. With these changes Christian
Europe broke radically from its own past and established practices which diverged markedly from those of
the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. In this highly original and far-reaching work Jack Goody argues that
from the fourth century there developed in the northern Mediterranean a distinctive but not undifferentiated
kinship system, whose growth can be attributed to the role of the Church in acquiring property formerly held
by domestic groups. He suggests that the early Church, faced with the need to provide for people who had
left their kin to devote themselves to the life of the Church, regulated the rules of marriage so that wealth
could be channelled away from the family and into the Church. Thus the Church became an 'interitor',
acquiring vast tracts of property through the alienation of familial rights. At the same time, the structure of
domestic life was changed dramatically, the Church placing more emphasis on individual wishes, on
conjugality, and on spiritual rather than natural kinship. Tracing the consequences of this change through to
the present day, Jack Goody challenges some fundamental assumptions about the making of western society,
and provides an alternative focus for future study of the European family, kinship structures and marriage
patterns. The questions he raises will provoke much interest and discussion amongst anthropologists,
sociologists and historians.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Erickson:

The book The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a
good thing like a book The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present
Publications)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Development of the
Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Clarence Hamm:

This book untitled The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications)
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can
order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this e-book from your list.

Herb Baker:

The reserve untitled The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications)
is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and
Present Publications) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marion Richey:

The particular book The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications)
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.
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