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". . . thoroughness and most impressive scholarship . . . much entertaining detail and . . . pleasant humour."
— The Times Literary Supplement (London)
Underwear — practical garments with a utilitarian function or body coverings that serve an erotic purpose?
As this fascinating and intelligently written study shows, the role played by underclothing over the last
several centuries has been a varied one.
In a well-documented, profusely illustrated volume combining impressive scholarship with an entertaining,
often humorous style, two distinguished clothing historians consider undergarments worn by the English
over the past 600 years. Beginning with the Middle Ages, the authors cover centuries of clothing history,
including the Tudor period, the Restoration, the Victorian and Edwardian eras, and the twentieth century up
to the eve of World War II. Drawing on extensive, research, the Cunningtons illuminate the role and function
of underwear: it protected the wearer against the elements, supported costume shapes, served as an erotic
stimulus, symbolized class distinctions, and fulfilled other social, sanitary, and economic functions.
Enhancing the detailed, comprehensive text are more than 100 period illustrations and photographs depicting
a laced-up bodice of the twelfth century, embroidered linen drawers of the sixteenth century, a hooped
petticoat support in bentwood (c. 1750), footed long drawers (1795), nineteenth-century bustles, early
nineteenth-century corsets for men, "Frillies for the Tiny Lady" (1939), and much more. A bibliography,
appendix, and index complete a valuable reference work that will appeal to costume historians, sociologists,
and other readers.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

The book The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and Costumes) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The History of
Underclothes (Dover Fashion and Costumes)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and Costumes) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Mike Hodges:

Often the book The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and Costumes) will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and
Costumes) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Marlin Brogan:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and Costumes) this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Ernest Poole:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and
Costumes) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve The History of Underclothes (Dover Fashion and Costumes) can to be your brand
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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